Special Needs Policy
As a professional childminder I intend to give every child the opportunity to develop to their full potential. I am required to be aware that some children may have special or additional needs and to be proactive in ensuring that appropriate support is given to every child in my care. I must promote the welfare and development of the child in partnership with parents and other relevant agencies. I follow the government guidelines outlined in the current Code of Practice for Special Educational Needs for Wales.
As the designated SENCo (Special Educational Needs Coordinator) I have put the following procedures in place to ensure all children and their families are provided with the best service and support they require to meet their child’s individual needs:
During the first visit a parent makes to my setting I will ask parents to discuss any particular needs their child may have. All information will be kept completely confidential. I will provide all new prospective parents with the following forms in order to collect sufficient information that I will require to provide an individual level of care:
· Child Record Form (including medical information)

· Child Routine Form (including child preferences and additional needs)

· Contract

If I think a child in my care has a special need I will:

· Keep observational notes

· Share these with the child’s parents

· Discuss what support is available

· Keep all matters confidential

If I am caring for a child with special needs I will include them by:

· Valuing and acknowledging children’s individuality and help them to feel good about themselves

· Seek information from parents about the child’s routines, likes and dislikes

· Adapting activities to enable children with special needs to take part

· Arrange access to specialist equipment if needed

· Consider any risk factors

· Encourage children’s confidence and independence

I will work in partnership with parents and discuss:

· Agencies that are also involved in the child’s support and care

· Equipment that the child may need

· Advice or support that will help me to provide the best care possible for their child

I will consider how I can ensure the privacy of a child with special needs whilst continuing to supervise other children in my care.
All written records will be kept in a private and secure place for a minimum of 3 years from the last date of entry and will be made available for a CIW inspector if requested.
I have read and understood the Special Needs policy.
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